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Morning Devotion 

OPENING RESPONSE 

L: God, our Father, each day is a gift of Your 

grace. 

G: Your mercies are new every morning. 

L: Guide our steps by the light of Your Word. 

G: Shield us from harm and keep us from evil. 

L: Better than life is Your love. 

G: Put joy in our hearts and praise on our lips. 

Amen. 

 

PRAYER FOR GRACE 

L: O Lord, our heavenly Father, almighty and 

everlasting God, You have brought us safely to 

this new day.  Defend us with Your mighty 

power, and grant that this day we neither fall 

into sin nor run into any kind of danger; and in 

all we do, direct us to what is right in Your 

sight, through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord. 

G: Amen. 

 

Evening Devotion 

OPENING RESPONSE 

L: Lord Jesus, You are the light of the world, 

G: The light no darkness can overcome. 

L: Stay with us, for it is evening,  

G: And the day is almost over. 

L: Let Your light scatter the darkness. 

G: Let it shine in our hearts and lives. Amen. 

 

PRAYER FOR PEACE 

L: Lord God, all holy desires, all good counsels, 

and all just works come from You.  Give to us, 

Your servants, that peace which the world 

cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey 

Your commandments.  Defend us also from the 

fear of our enemies, that we may live in peace 

and quietness, through the merits of Jesus Christ 

our Savior, who lives and reigns with You and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

G: Amen. 
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HYMN Oh, Come, My Soul, Your Savior See | 99 

 

 

 

 

PASSION HISTORY READING MARK 14:66 - 15:15 

 

TODAY'S SCRIPTURE JOHN 19:5-9 (NIV) 

5When Jesus came out wearing the crown of thorns and the purple robe, Pilate said to them, “Here is 

the man!”  6 As soon as the chief priests and their officials saw him, they shouted, “Crucify! Crucify!”  

But Pilate answered, “You take him and crucify him. As for me, I find no basis for a charge against 

him.”  7 The Jewish leaders insisted, “We have a law, and according to that law he must die, because he 

claimed to be the Son of God.”  8 When Pilate heard this, he was even more afraid, 9 and he went back 

inside the palace. “Where do you come from?” he asked Jesus, but Jesus gave him no answer. 

 

DEVOTION 

Pontius Pilate, prefect of the Roman province of Judaea from AD 26 to 36, was practical man.  He 

wasn’t the type of person to believe anything that he could had not first seen with his own eyes.  He had 

no time for spiritual matters.  Perhaps we need to meet him in order to find out what is wrong with us 
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today in 2018.  So let’s pretend for a minute that we are a newspaper reporter sent out to interview the 

governor for the local Jerusalem Journal.  Just like reporters today, we’ll ask leading questions and 

we’ll come away with an answer whether the man we’re interviewing says anything or not.  Our report 

will, of course, be interpretive.  That’s our duty to the public.  So, here goes.  Notebooks at the ready! 

 

Who Is the Prisoner, Pilate? 

(At the end of the interview, that question is really the one we want to get to the bottom of.  Pilate’s 

words give us one answer; his actions give us another.) 

Interviewer:  Who is the prisoner on trial here, Governor Pilate? 

Pilate:  Take a look.  Who do you see? 

Describe the man before you.   

What parallels can you find with God’s suffering servant in Isaiah 53:2-3?   

 

 

I:  He looks a bit like the suffering servant from Isaiah 53.  Is that what you’re getting at sir? 

P:  I don’t know what that is! What I see here is a nobody, a joke of a king wearing a joke of a crown. 

I:  What do you mean that he’s a king? 

P:  Well, that’s the accusation they brought against him, that he claimed to be the king of the Jews.  But 

he doesn’t look like any kind of king to me! 

What was about Jesus that made it so clear that He was not an earthly king? 

 

 

I:  Is it true that you found him innocent, sir? 

P:  That’s correct, I can’t find any fault with him.  Has his head in the clouds a bit perhaps, but nothing 

worth charging him for. 

How, again, does this agree with the prophecy of Isaiah? 

 

 

I:  So he isn’t guilty.  Is there anything more you can tell us, Governor Pilate? 

(But he doesn’t answer us.  Instead, he turns and addresses the crowd.) 

P:  You take him and crucify him. As for me, I find no basis for a charge against him. 

Jews:   Stop wasting our time!  You know we don’t have the authority to that.  But according to our law 

he must die, because he claimed to be the Son of God.  You must crucify him! 
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 (Practical, “show-me” man that he is, Pilate doesn’t believe it.  But he isn’t laughing.  Instead, his 

face takes on a hint of fear and apprehension.  He heads back in to the Praetorium to question the 

prisoner.) 

P: Where do you come from? 

 (No answer.) 

P: Do you refuse to speak to me?  Don’t you realize I have power either to free you or to crucify you? 

 (It seems at this point that it’s Pilate who is truly the prisoner, unable to do that which he wants to.  

He doesn’t see the man before him as a criminal, but rather someone he ought to defend and 

release!  Finally, he turns back to us.) 

P: I’ve felt uneasy about this case from the beginning.  I even tried sending the man over to Herod to 

get rid of it, but he just sent him back!  I don’t understand why he won’t answer—why he doesn’t just 

plead for his life!  Doesn’t he want to defend himself? 

I: You really ought to check out this passage from Isaiah, another part of it just came to mind: He was 

oppressed and afflicted yet He did not open his mouth.  Is it possible there’s more to this man than 

meets the eyes? 

 (Before Pilate can answer, however, the prisoner speaks.) 

J: You would have no power over me if it were not given to you from above. Therefore the one who 

handed me over to you is guilty of a greater sin. 

 (A servant girl comes in with a message from the governor’s wife, Pilates eyes grow with increasing 

fear as he reads it.  On the way out, we ask her to see it: Don’t have anything to do with that 

innocent man, for I have suffered a great deal today in a dream because of him. There’s terror on 

his face now, a quiver in his voice.  He doesn’t want to admit it, but he feels like someone greater 

than just a “nobody” is standing before him.  He orders Jesus scourged.  Trying to take out his fear 

on the innocent man?  He washes his hands.  A half-hearted insurance policy? What just happened 

here?  Who is this man that is being sent out to be crucified?  Is He the true prisoner or is that 

Pilate, the man who feels trapped, afraid, and now guilty?) 

We aren’t Pilate though, and we’re not actually reporters.  We’re back home, members of Shepherd of 

the Hills, followers of Jesus.  What did we just learn?  We learned that Jesus is both a man, and more 

than a man.  That He suffered for us and died for the ungodly.  As we look back, and as we look ahead, 

we need not be slaves to fear and prisoners of uncertainty like Pilate was.  By faith, we take our stand 

with Jesus, for we have read concerning Him; He was pierced for our transgressions, He was crushed 

for our iniquities; the punishment that brought us peace was on Him, and by His wounds we are 

healed.  This Jesus, standing before Pilate as a prisoner, covered in blood and wracked with pain, would 

three days later break the shackles of death—our death—and proclaim to us because I live, you also 

will live! 
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CONFESSION OF SINS AND ABSOLUTION 

O Lord, hear my prayer, listen to my cry for mercy, and in Your faithfulness, come to my relief.  

Do not bring Your servant into judgment, for no one living is righteous before you.  Answer me 

quickly, O Lord; my spirit fails.  Do not hide Your face from me, for I have put my trust in You.  

Show me the way I should go, for to You I lift up my soul.  Teach me to do Your will, for You are 

my God. 

 

Almighty God, merciful Father, I, a troubled and repentant sinner, confess that I have sinned 

against You in my thoughts, my words, and my actions.  I have not loved You with my whole 

heart; I have not loved others as I should.  I am distressed by the sins that trouble me and am 

deeply sorry for them. 

Silence for private meditation and confession. 

Jesus says to His people: “If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven.”  

His death paid for the guilt of your sins and the sins of the whole world.  Do you believe this? 

Yes, I believe. 

Because of the promise of our Savior Jesus, I forgive you all your sins. Be assured that you are a dear 

child of God and an heir of eternal life. 

 

LUTHER’S MORNING PRAYER 

In the Name of the Father, Son, and Holy 

Spirit.  Amen. 

I thank You, my heavenly Father, through 

Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have 

kept me this night from all harm and danger.  

Keep me this day also from sin and every 

evil, that all my doings and life may please 

You.  Into Your hands I commend my body 

and soul and all things.  Let Your holy angel 

be with me, that the wicked foe may have no 

power over me.  Amen. 

 

BLESSING 

May the love of the Lord Jesus draw us to 

Himself.  May the power of the Lord Jesus 

make us strong to do His will. May the peace of 

the Lord Jesus fill our lives.  

Amen. 

LUTHER’S EVENING PRAYER 

In the Name of the Father, Son, and Holy 

Spirit.  Amen. 

I thank You, my heavenly Father, through 

Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have 

graciously kept me this day.  Forgive me all 

my sins, and graciously keep me this night.  

Into Your hands I commend my body and 

soul and all things.  Let Your holy angel be 

with me, that the wicked foe may have no 

power over me.  Amen. 

 

BLESSING 

May the blessing of the eternal God be upon us: 

His light to guide us,  

His presence to shelter us,  

His peace to unite us. 

Amen. 

 

 

HYMN O Dearest Jesus  | 117 
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